Exodus 3: 1-15 God calls Moses to Step Up -When the Lord saw that he had
gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!”
And Moses said, “Here I am.”
“Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place
where you are standing is holy ground.” Then he said, “I am the God of your
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this,
Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.
The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have
heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned
about their suffering.  So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of
the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of
the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites.  And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have
seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them.
So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”
But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”
And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people
out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.”
Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me,
‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?”
God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’”
God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God
of Jacob—has sent me to you.’

Icebreaker

Name an ice cream flavor after Moses or his story. Share with the group.
Conversation Starters
1. What do you think about Alice’s statement that “the church was born in hardship?” And that
“this should be the church’s finest hour?”
2. Talk a bit about the bravery and courage needed from the five women to whom Moses owed
his life. Why do you think the details about these women mattered to the writer of Exodus?
○

Exodus 3:1-9 Now a man of the tribe of Levi married a Levite woman,  and she became pregnant and gave birth to
a son. When she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him for three months.  But when she could hide him no
longer, she got a papyrus basket for him and coated it with tar and pitch. Then she placed the child in it and put it
among the reeds along the bank of the Nile.  His sister stood at a distance to see what would happen to him.
Then Pharaoh’s daughter went down to the Nile to bathe, and her attendants were walking along the riverbank.
She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her female slave to get it. She opened it and saw the baby. He was
crying, and she felt sorry for him. “This is one of the Hebrew babies,” she said.
Then his sister asked Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew women to nurse the baby for
you?”
“Yes, go,” she answered. So the girl went and got the baby’s mother.  Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this
baby and nurse him for me, and I will pay you.” So the woman took the baby and nursed him.  When the child grew

older, she took him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he became her son. She named him Moses, saying, “I drew him out
of the water.”

3. How are you doing seeing the suffering of others right now? What is keeping you from doing
so? What is helping you?
4. Are you more of an impulsive responder to hard things, like Moses was at age 40? Or are you
more of a stopper to hear from God first, like Moses at age 80?
Moses at 40
○

Exodus 2:11- 12 One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out to where his own people were and watched
them at their hard labor. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his own people. Looking this way and that
and seeing no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand.

Moses at 80
●

Exodus 3:2-4 the angel of the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though
the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the
bush does not burn up.” 4 When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the
bush, “Moses! Moses!”
And Moses said, “Here I am.”

5. In what arena of life do you sense God asking you to step up? How could your group help you
do so?

